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The 4th annual International Student Banquet hosted by Nicholls International Community (NIC) in the student union ball room on Sunday, November 13 and provided students and faculty with different international foods and entertainment.

Marilyn Gonzales, International Student Services assistant director and NIC advisor, said that the banquet was a formal sit down dinner and some of the international students and faculty dressed in traditional outfits of their countries. She said that more than 300 people attended. Prior to the event 225 student tickets and 110 general tickets were sold to faculty, staff, and the Thibodeaux community.

 “The theme of the banquet was Diwali, which is a Hindu holiday that means festival of lights. Students that celebrate the holiday coordinated the colors and decorations,” Gonzales described. She said that the students decorated the ballroom, hallway and lobby leading to the ballroom with Indian decorations a faculty member let them borrow from his home as well as lights placed everywhere in accordance with the theme.

Trang Nguyen, international business junior from Vietnam and vice president of NIC, said that the night started off with the opening song “Imagine” fallowed by the flag dedication. She said that Nicholls welcomed students from four new countries this semester: Argentina, Norway, Latvia, and Lithuania. Gonzales said that there are 161 international students attending Nicholls from 48 different countries.
 The menu included a variety of international appetizers, cuisines, deserts and a vegetarian entrée. Nguyen said there were 10 different acts throughout the night, including a variety of different traditional dances and songs that went with the South Asian theme. She said that the acts started off with inspirational music and the final dance of the night was “Jai ho”, also featured in the movie Slum Dog Millionaire. Nguyen explained that some of the songs that were sang were in English and others were sang in the international student’s own language. 

Nguyen said that there around 25 international students that helped set up for the banquet and that they prepared and decorated the whole weekend. She said that the performers would spend two to three hours practicing a week for the banquet for a couple of months. Every week throughout the semester the international students would have meetings to coordinate in planning and organizing the event. There were five different committees, the advertising committee, decorating committee, menu and recipe committee, entertainment, and budget and cost committee. “The international students only do the banquet once a year during the fall semester and they have been having meetings since September and have been preparing for it for a little over two months,” Gonzalez said. 

Gonzales said that NIC has been hosting the banquet for 4 years. She explained that the first banquet only had 98 people the first year and that each year it has grown. Nguyen said that this year there were around 330 people at the banquet and NIC is hoping that there will be 400 next year. 
Gonzalez said that NIC has been a chartered organization on campus since 1990 and it expands every year. She said that the flags hanging from the ceiling in the union represent the different countries that each international student is from. “International students at Nicholls make life time bonds because they all have one thing in common, they are all college students away from home and they can relate on that level,” Gonzales said. She explained that she got an e-mail from a student recently that said there is a group of students that came to Nicholls that were from Paris and they still get together once a month after 10 years.
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